
O past perfect é composto do verbo had e o past participle de 
um verbo:

I had finished the work.
She had gone.

O past perfect continuous é composto por had been e o 
gerúndio, ou -ing form de um verbo:

I had been working there for a year.
They had been painting the bedroom.

O past perfect é usado da mesma maneira que o present 
perfect, mas ele se refere a um tempo no passado, e não no 
presente. Nós usamos o past perfect:

- Para algo que começou no passado e continuou até um 
determinado momento no passado:

 When George died, he and Anne had been married for 
nearly fifty years.
 She didn't want to move. She had lived in London all her 
life.

Mas, com esse uso, nós frequentemente usamos o past perfect 
continuous:

She didn't want to move. She had been living in London all her life.
Everything was wet. It had been raining for hours.
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She didn't want to move. She had been living in London all her life.
Everything was wet. It had been raining for hours.

- Para algo que aconteceu muitas vezes antes de um ponto no 
passado e continuou após esse ponto:

He was a wonderful guitar player. He had been playing 
ever since he was a teenager.
He had written three books and he was working on another 
one.

- Quando nós estamos reportando nossa experiência até um 
ponto no passado:

My eighteenth birthday was the worst day I had ever had.
I was pleased to meet George. I hadn’t met him before, even 
though I had met his wife several times.

- Para algo que aconteceu no passado e é importante em um 
momento mais tarde, também do passado: 

I couldn't get into the house. I had lost my keys.
Teresa wasn't at home. She had gone shopping.

Dessa forma, deixamos claro que não falamos os 
acontecimentos do passado na ordem em que eles 
aconteceram. O que falamos em past perfect aconteceu 
antes do que foi mencionado utilizando simple past:

I couldn't get into the house. I had lost my keys.

A ordem dos acontecimentos foi: primeiro perdi 
minhas chaves; e depois eu não consegui entrar em 
casa. Caso eu falasse na ordem dos fatos, somente a 
utilização do simple past seria necessária:

I lost my keys. I couldn’t get into the house.

Frequentemente usamos expressões com for e since junto 
ao past perfect:
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I was sorry when the factory closed. I had worked there for ten 
years. 
I had been watching that program every week since it started, 
but I missed the last episode. 

Nós não usamos o past perfect continuous com stative verbs. 
Nós usamos o past perfect simple:

Up until that moment, I'd never believed (NOT been believing) in 
astrology.

Past perfect ou past simple?

Usamos o past simple para descrever uma série de eventos 
passados por ordem cronológica, e usamos o past perfect para 
deixar claro que um dos eventos aconteceu antes. Compare 
estas duas frases:

When I arrived, she left. (= Ela saiu após eu chegar, ou seja, ela 
me esperou chegar e então saiu.)
When I arrived, she had left. (= Ela saiu antes de eu chegar.)

Tome cuidado!

A contração ‘d pode ser tanto had quanto would. Lembre-se 
que utilizamos a base form depois de would, e um past participle
depois de had.

I‘d love to go to your party. (= would)
I noticed that he‘d eaten my cake. (= had)


