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STAN LEE PRESENTS:

...NEAR THE
TULAROSA BASIN IN
NEW MEXICO, ANOTHER
INTENSE CONFRONTATION
BETWEEN U.5. MILITARY
FORCES AND THE CREATURE
KNOWN ONLY AS
THE HULK.

1 MEAN, THEY'RE GOING
TO END UP KILLING HIM,
AREN'T THEY...?

PERSONALLY, 1
THINK HE'S TOO MUCH
FOR THE ARMY TO
HANDLE...

SEVERAL
REPORTED
CASUALTIES RELATED -
TO THIS CONFLICT ONLY -..IT'S JUST
ADD TO THE LIST OF GETTING W0§55/

CHARGES LEVELED ISNTIT...Z

AGAINST THE

CREATURE...

Y'KNOW, I THINK T'LL
HEAD INTO THE LAB C'MON,
FOR AWHILE. CORPORAL... THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE
YOU'LL... DE»’FE:;{ ;c; éf/yowx.
UMMM... BE OKAY HOW / NSLL
IN HERE, WATCHING THE e Ll Ml
NEWS CHANNELS, p
RIGHT...?

FOR
EXAMPLE, ARE YOU
PREPARED TO USE
B NUCLEAR WEAPONS
- ON AMERICAN




HEY YOU THINK IT'S
THERE, HIGH-  THAT £ASY? YOU THINK
POCKETS YOU CAN JUST SHUFFLE
OUT OF A ROOM
LIKE THAT...?

LOOK... WE'RE NOT MUTANTS.
WE DON'T WEAR ARMOR. WE'RE
NOT GODS. OUR ABILITIES ARE
SCIENTIFIC. THAT MEANS THEIR
LIMITATIONS...ARE MY 1
LIMITATIONS.

IKNOW I CAN
DO BETTER. 1 JUST...
~ NEED A LITTLE TIME.
NOTHING. SOME PEACE AND

1 JUST...HAD
A FEW THOUGHTS
ON PERFECTING THE
GROWTH FORMULA.
I THINK I CAN REDUCE
THE STRAIN ON
OUR BOPDIES IF
IJUSsT--

iy .. WHERE ARE

e W/ 7

AT LARGE, THERE | THEIR VERY PUBLIC

15 A FUNPAMENTAL STATEMENTS ON THE

‘ HULK AT THEIR
MINDS OF THE \ j UL :

AMERICAN G i R— INCEPTIO
PEOPLE... ' i

T
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...AND TAKING
INTO ACCOUNT THEIR
EXPRESSED INTENT TO
PEAL WITH THREATS OF
THIS EXACT NATURE, I THINK
WE ALL NEED TO FACE
CERTAIN HARD
TRUTHS ABOUT THEIR
ORGANIZATION.

FROM MY
PERSPECTIVE, THIS
15 A MYSTERIOUS AND

THE FIRST PLACP
MAKES THEM
SUSPECT/

I KNOW I WOULPN'T
CALL THEM IF MY CAT
WAS STUCK IN A
TREE/

FINE.
T'LL LET HM
KNOW.

GOOPD NIGHT,
PEPPER.

BEFORE
DAY...5PE
REQUESTING A
MEETING WITH IRON MAN

AS SOON AS POSS/BLE.
... SHOULD WE STILL
CONSIPER THE HULK TO

HE’S NOT, WHY HAVEN'T
THEY BROUGHT HIM
TO JUSTICE?

'S THE HULK'S
BEHAVIOR MERELY
INPICATIVE OF

THE QUESTIONABLE
s NATURE OF THIS
GROUP?
THEY SAY
THEY'RE HEROES.
SHOULD WE BELIEVE
THEM...?
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Y

OH, ARE YOU KIDDING?
A MAN CAN'T GET TOO
MUCH CAFFEINE IN HIS
SYSTEM. BFZ,IN@ IT
ON...!

I THINK YOU'VE
HAD QUITE ENOUGH,
MISTER JONES.

MORE COFFEE,
GENTLEMEN?

Y'KNOW, THESE
OP-ED PIECES...
THEY CAN'T STOP
TALKING ABOUT

YOU, CAP.

YOU'VE BECOME

A REGULAR URBAN

LEGEND. THERE'S

SIGHTINGS OF YOU
ALL OVER NOW.

HERE'S ONE FROM

A SHOPPING MALL

IN CHIO...

SIR... YOUR Yy I'M...SORRY,
BREAKFAST...

HEY, CAP...YOU WANT
THIS? CATCH UP ON
CURRENT EVENTS
AN’ ALL THAT

JARVIS. 1 GUESS
I'M JUST NOT
HUNGRY.

NOT
RIGHT NOW,
RICK...

...NOT RIGHT
NOW.
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WHAT’S THE
MATTER WITH
HM? HE'S, LIKE

OUT TO LUNCH,
BIG-TIME... 4
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y _JBEZ.. | 1 UNDERSTAND perLT—— ...FEEL LIKE ¥ WHAT THE BOY
1WAS JUsT | I THAT. AND YOUR y s N EARTH A'LITTLE FIELD 15 TRYING TO
\ [RYNGTO | \ HEART'S IN THE | pegiiaps we | TO CAPTAIN TRIP? CONVEY, SIR...
\BE NICE....// B RIGHT PLACE. \ cANHELP. [/ AMERICA... OUR WILLINGNESS TO
> (=T /" THE PROBLEM - e AP YOU IN YOUR
MAY JUST BE...HE 5 > JOURNEY TO JOIN
i oiie e
KNOW WHERE TO YOUPHiigEMNYT.
GUARANTEE...IT DOES
NOT INVOLVE JETTING OFF
TO FIGHT SUBTERRANEAN
LAVA CREATURES. THAT
WOULD BE AVENGERS
BUSINESS..
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COULD BE.
I1DO LOVE
MY JOB.

NICE HANGAR DOOR. o= L__
I ASSUME YOU'VE CLEARED
THE BUILDING CODES WITH OUR
OFFICE IN WASHINGTON.
IN ANY CASE...

YOU'RE UP,
GENERAL...

NO DOUBT o
YOU'RE AWARE THAT YOUR

EMPLOYER HAS CUT SEVERAL DEALS ¥
WITH US ON WEAPONS CONTRACTS TO |

MASSAGE YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
DEFENSE COMMUNITY. THE PRIVATE
SECTOR...THAT'S ANOTHER STORY.

HOWEVER...

YOU'RE TWO
MINUTES LATE,
k‘ IRON MAN.

... THIS MAN |5 THE REASON
I CALLED THIS MEETING.
GENERAL PAUL WALLACE,
VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE
JOINT CHIEFS OF
STAFF.

MAYBE
YOU WERE TWO
MINUTES EARLY,

AGENT MURCH...

HARDLY.

YOU'RE
OBVIOUSLY
FORGETTING THAT
I DON'T NEEDP TO BE

SNEAKY TO MAKE

| YOU FOLKS LOOK
Q BA

... WE'RE HERE
TO MAKE YOU A
DEAL NOW.

HOW WOULD THE
AVENGERS RESPOND
TO BEING AN OFFICIAL

BRANCH OF THE
MILITARY...Z
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AN
‘FHCIAL
WHAT...

TECHNICALLY,
YOU'D BE OPERATING ¥
AS A SUPER-POWERED
SPECIAL FORCES
DIVISION...
... ORGANIZED
EMPLOYMENT OF A
PARAMILITARY UNIT IN
SUSTAINED COMBAT
AGAINST A DETERMINED
ENEMY.

SOUNDS LIKE A NO-BRAINER, |IF YOU ASK
ME. YOU'D CERTAINLY BE GRANTED AUTOMATIC
A-1 PRIORITY CLEARANCE...

IT'6 JUST
A PROTOTYPE,
..WHICH, I SHOULD ADD, YOU'VE YET TO MURCH...
ACHIEVE UNDER MY WATCH. I NOTICE YOU'V. ~ GENERAL
GOT THIS MONSTROSITY--WHATEVER
IT I5--READY TO LAUNCH oo
OF AUTHORITY
=58 WOULD THE
PENTAGON HAVE
OVER Us?

YOU'LL FIND
EVERYTHING YOU

NEED TO KNOW
IN HERE.

I DON'T THINK YOU'VE GOT ANY RIGHT
TO BE PARANO/P ABOUT THIS. THE THIS 1S NEW
JOINT CHIEFS ARE WILLING TO OFFER TERRITORY FOR US,
THIS ARRANGEMENT IN ALMOST i AGENT MURCH.
COMPLETE ACCORDANCE WITH BY THE AVENGERS WERE N
YOUQ EX|9T|N@ B)’-LAWf - A B,@ HELP TO Us |N
THAT MEANS YOUR SECRET ARIZONA. THE PRESIDENT
IDENTITIES WILL REMAIN SECRET. HIMSELF SUGGESTED
AGAINST MY BETTER b THIS MERGER...
; JUPGMENT... -

... WORKING
TOGETHER, THERE'S
A LOT WE COULD
ACCOMPLISH.
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...ANY NAMES RING
A BELL OUT

CAN WE...
MATTER OF TALK ALONE
w’ FACT, YES. FOR A

MINUTE? /(@8

IT'S STARTING TO COME BACK TO ME...MEMORIES, ... WHAT ELSE
DETAILS...I KNOW I WAS THERE WHEN BUCKY WAS HAS HAPPENED
KILLED, BUT 1 STILL CAN'T REMEMBER HOW...OR SINCE I'VE BEEN

WHO'S RESPONSIBLE... AWAY?

MORE THAN THAT...SEEING ALL THESE
HEADSTONES...5O MANY MORE THAN THE
LAST TIME 1 WAS HERE. THIS COUNTRY SEEMS
TO HAVE EXPERIENCED SO MUCH...

1 T
WANT TO |
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NOSE...

I NEED TO
CONSULT WITH MY §

L/ 3
THEN I SHOULD TAKE IT il
THAT YOU'RE AGAINST US |8
B\ BEING POSSIBLE PAWNS |
OF THE MILITARY? _£

W DOESN'T SOUND
LIKE YOU, MURCH. 1

FIGURED YOU'D LOVE |8

TO SEE US UNDER
THE PENTAGON'S

1 SHOULD I PRACTICALLY DELIVER
HAVE MY HEADP YOUR PRECIOUS CLEARANCE
EXAMINED! ON A S/LVER PLATTER, AND
YOU HAVE THE TEMERITY
TO QUESTION--

"PAWNS”... 7/

THE ISSUE HERE 15
NATIONAL SECURITY!
I DON'T SEE HOW --

-

WHAT THE
HELL'S GOING
ON WITH THE
WEATHER... 7/
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i fit
Hlf' MURCH...T'D LIKE 1 "
YOU TO MEET 1

S-SOME LIGH
SHOW YOU...PUT

ON THERE...

bD
(ARERERRE]
100000000

B g

LET US
ADJOURN TO THE
GRAND HALL,
AVENGER.

MINE
INTUITION TELLS
ME THERE 15 MUCH
EVER TOLD 1! TO DIScUsS.

YOU HOW MUCH 1 :
APPRECIATE YOUR r

INNATE se~se7o»= i
/M/Né,... q

YOU...
UHHH... YOU THINK
ABOUT THAT OFFER, )J
IRON MAN...

ALL ABOUT
TIMING.
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i WELL, FOR STARTERS, OUR
UNBELIEVABLE. 50 AVENGERS PRIORITY STATUS R
THE U.5. ARMY WANTS WHAT'S THE WOULD BE GRANTED
TO PUT US$ ON THE ALMOST IMMEDIATELY.
- FROM THE BEGINNING,
1 TOLD YOU HOW ESSENTIAL
THAT IS IF WE'RE TO DO OUR
JOB WITH THE MINIMUM AMOUNT
OF INTERFERENCE... 48

{ UPSIDE?
PAYROLL! i

\/

BUT YOU'RE TALKING T I THINK WE NEED TO STOP THERE 1S W/SPOM Y THE SON OF ODIN IS
ABOUT THE FREEDOM ( AND CONSIDER WHAT THE IN YOUR WORDS, NO MAN'S LACKEY. AND
TO ACT. HOW MUCH PENTAGON GAINS FROM GIANT-MAN. NO POLITICIAN HATH
FREEDOM ARE WE HAVING U$ AT THEIR B\ £VER PUT ANOTHER'S

GOING TO HAVE BECK AND CALL... & NEEDS ABOVE

UNDER THIS " = ] ¢ /4 THEIR OWN.
ARRANGEMENT? S WE MUST
A ! KEEP OUR OWN

COUNSEL WHEN IT |
COMES TO SERVING §

THE GREATER

...1 DON'T THINK
ANY OF US WANT TO END
UP INVADING LIBYA OR SOME ] v - -
OTHER THIRD-WORLD NATION THE & 9 * S ) ! @:-"----'
PRESIDENT DISAGREES WITH...

" HotComic.net




SPEAKING OF ..BUT IT LOOKS LIKE B IF IMAY...  CAPTAIN AMERICA
KEEPING OUR OWN WE'RE AN AVENGER = HAS TAKEN A FEW DAYS
COUNSEL, THERE'S | L SHORT. 4 TO...RE-FAMILIARIZE

AN OPINION I R , HIMSELF WITH CERTAIN
REALLY LIKE TO | AREAS OF AMERICAN
HEAR... ‘ \ , : HISTORY.

AND, 1
SUPPOSE, TO
EPUCATE HIMSELF
ON WHAT HAS
TRANSPIRED IN HIS
ABSENCE...

-
-
=
2
L

I WAS, UH,

JUST WONPERING...
HOW MUCH LONGER
ARE WE GONNA
BE HERE...?7

FOR AS
LONG AS IT
TAKES FOR ME
TO READ EVERY
NAME ON THIS
WALL.

FOR
AS LONG AS
IT TAKES TO
ACKNOWLEDGE
EVERY SOLDIER
THAT DIED...




WE HAVE
OUR ORPERS!
LET'5/ 75‘/40VE
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v OUR y
" ENEMIES HAVE
ARRIVED!

PRESS YOUR s e
ATTACK, "COMRADE"/ SESRTE S viLE BRAGGART!
SHE 15 FAR TOO SMALL : THOU WOULDST FIRE 8
TO POSE ANY REAL i - UPON INNOCENT /8
THREAT! 9 : MORTALS?/

7 OBSERVE N : . THOU ART S0
i HOW I STRIKE AT ° TRULY MASTERS MIIh

THEIR ACHILLES' o

UNPREPAEEP, ‘ &V‘E

PARTNER!

» A Hmnm'i[:.net
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OUR ENEMIES i | d =
& [ ARE CLOSE BY AND \
MY CONFIDENCE IN

MY HIRED MINIONS
IS WEAKENING BY
THE SECOND.

PESTINY HAS

BROUGHT ME TO THE

b NEW CITY...BUT THIS IS
MERELY THE INITIAL SKIRMISH

IN A MUCH LARGER WAR.
\ AFTER THIS OPENING SALVO,
WHO WOULD DARE Vi
OPPOSE ME..7!

THEY'VE ,
BAGGED THE Wi
RADIOACTIVE

MAN!
my  THIS ENTIRE
B OPERATION 15
SPIRALING OUT
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N _STAY AWAY
o FROM ME!/IlL
BRING THIS ENTIRE
CITY POWN ON
YOUR HEAD--!

A N\

B =]

e L

i 1L MaKe

il THiS OFFER LP

B FRONT...

1]

Zam ] :
K v

TN
’"'lli!;
e

...DROP YOUR '}
WEAPONS AND
GUti/RENDER A

OTHERWISE,
I'LL HAVE TO GET
ROUGH.
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< AFTER ALL
= THESE DECADES...

I COULD NEVER FORGET
THAT UNMISTAKABLE
HINT OF AMERICAN

NAIVETE.
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HOW FARE THEE,
AVENGERS?

1 HAVE SUBDUED
THE EVIL BLACK KNIGHT,
BUT THE RINGLEADER OF THIS
CACOPHONY HAS MADE
HIS ESCAPE. SHALL 1
> GIVE CHASE?

BLoop--/

I HAD CAP
CHECKING THAT
LAUNCH SITE AND

GIANT-MAN HEADING
IN FOR BACKUP.
SPEAKING OF

...GIANT-MAN,
PO YOU cOPY?
OVER...

I'M RIGHT HERE, SHELLHEAD. THERE WASN'T
MUCH TO PO...WHOEVER'S BEHIND ALL THIS
WAS RUTHLESS ENOUGH TO SACRIFICE HIS

OWN MEN DURING HIS GETAW #

HE'S...HERE,
BUT NOT QUITE FIT FOR DUTY.
I DON'T KNOW WHAT HAPPENED
TO HIM, %UT AMS’HATEVEE

L
WASN'T
PRETTY.

& = *

W coNTINUED...

Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes No. 3, February, 2005. Published Miniseries by MARVEL COMICS, a division of MARVEL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP, INC. OFFICE OF PUBLICATION: 10 East 40th Street, New York
NY 10016. © 2004 Marvel Characters, Inc. All rights reserved. All characters featured in this issue and the distinctive names and likenesses thereo!, and all related indicia are trademarks of Marvel Characters, Inc. No
similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any living or dead person or institution is intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely
coincidental. $3.50 per copy in the U.S. and $5.00 in Canada (GST #R127032852) in the direct market and $3.50 per copy in the U.S. and $5.00 in Canada (GST #R127032852) through the newsstand; Canadian Agreement
#40668537. Printed in Canada. ALLEN LIPSON, Chief Executive Officer and General Counsel; AVI ARAD, Chief Creative Officer; ALAN FINE, President & CEO Of Toy Biz and Marvel Publishing; DAVID BOGART, Managing

Editor; STAN LEE, Chairman Emeritus. For information regarding advertising in Marvel Comics or on Marvel.com, please contact Joe Maimone, Advertising Director, at mmmone‘H

otComic.net



